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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION / ELECTION REQUIREMENT 

Mail Stop Amendm ent 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This Amendment is filed in response to the Restriction/Election Requirement dated 
April 11, 2007 issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Oftlce in connection with 
the aboveHdentified Application- A response to the April 11, 2007 Office Action is due May 
1 1, 2007. Accordingly, tliis Response is being timely filed. 

Applicants elect with traverse to prosecute claims 1-7, 10-11 and 12-18 of Group I 
and LU drawn to a nucleic acid molecule encoding a peptide capable of binding to an 
envelope glycoprotein of an enveloped virus, wherein the binding results in neutralization of 
the virus and a method for treating HIV infection with the nucleic acid of Group L 

Claims 8 and 9 of Group II, drawn to a method for screening for potential therapeutic 
targets, is withdrawn at this time. 

The election is made with traverse for the following reasons. In the OfTice Action, the 
Examiner admits that the unifying technical feature between the claims of groups I and HI arc 
the nucleotide sequences capable of bmding with envelope glycoproteins thereby neutralizing 
infectivity, however ttie Examiner alleges that this technical feature, does not pit>vide 
contribution over Wyatt ct al., which teaches a phosphorothioate oligonucleotide that binds 
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HIV gpl20 thereby inhibiting infection. Moreover, the Examiner alleges that absent a 
contribution over the cited alleged prior art, the unifying technical feature fails, giving rise to 
lack of unity between the claims of groups I and m. 

Applicants respectfully disagree^ the phosphorothioate oligonucleotide disclosed by 
Wyatt at al, were specifically screened to bind at the V3 loop on the gpl20 (sec pp. 1356, coL 
1). Applicants* oligonucleotides do not bind to the V3 loop (sec para. [0054]), as it was 
determined that several HTV viruses have mutations on the V3 loop» allowing them to escape 
human immune system (see para. [0049]), thereby making the V3 loop an inferior target for 
HIV drugs targeting the gpl20 envelope protein. Accordingly, the oligonucleotides isolated 
by the Applicants arc not tliose capable of attaching to the V3 loop, but rather to a conserved 
core sequence of gpl20. Therefore. Applicants oligonucleotides, which the Examiner agrees 
form the unifying technical feature of the claims in groups I and III, do provide contribution 
over the cited alleged prior art and thereby the unity of invention is maintained. 

The sequences of claim 5. are all from the claims of Group I, ai« closely related in 
that they all bind to a conserved core sequence on gpl20. The mere fact that they are of 
different lengths and sequence does not change their underlying functionality, which does not 
affect the general nature of the methods. Accordingly, it is respectfully asserted that the 
resultant search of sequences 1-27 togetlier would not be in divergent search fields and would 

not be burdensome on the Examiner* However, having to elect, Applicants elect SEQ 
IDNo. 1. 

For the reasons above, it is respectfully asserted that this restriction requirement is 
improper, and withdrawal is respectfully requested All claims of Group I and III should be 
examined together. 

Applicants reserve all rights in these non-elected claims* claims 8 and 9, to file 
divisional and/or continuation patent applications.. 

If the Examiner has any questions or comments as to this response, the undersigned 
may be contacted at the address and telephone number below. 
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No fees are believed to be due, however, if any fees are due, the Examiner is 
autlioraized to charge any fees associated with this paper to deposit account No. 50-3355, 



Dated: May 10. 2007 



Pearl Cohen Zcdck Latzer, LLP 
1 500 Broadway, 12th Floor 
New York, New York 10036 
Tel: (646) S7S-0SOO 
Fax: (646) 878-0801 
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February 28, 2006 



Respectfully submitted^ 




Mark S^Xohen 
Rcgisfi^tion No. 42424 
Guy Levi 

Registration No. 55,376 
Attorney/Agent for Applicant(s) 
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